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Hello Fellow Comsat Graduates.   

You will see we are continuing the new section in this newsletter- keeping in touch. If you have news to share, we would love to hear from you.  We also will be posting on www.comara.org a list of colleagues for whom we have no contact information. Any data you can provide is welcome. If you would like to volunteer for this or another specific project, please let us know.by contacting Ellen Hoff at e.hoff@wlpco.com or send us a note with your dues & Social RSVP. 

APRIL 3, 2005:  ANNUAL SOCIAL  and CELEBRATION OF 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF EARLY BIRD 

Please save April 3 for our annual get-together. In response to the many suggestions received, this will be held  from 4-6:30, for  those of you who dislike night driving.  This is also the 40th Anniversary of Early Bird.  Details are on a separate page in this letter.

We look forward to seeing you amid the crowd of COMSAT friends on April 3rd. 
Ellen Hoff

President, for the COMARA Board

Dick Arndt, Denis Curtin, Irv Dostis, Ron Garlow, Jack Hannon, Ellen Hoff, Bob Kinzie, Walt McKee, Peter Weiss
BENEFITS NEWS

As a reminder, you may me eligible for a Lockheed Martin Pension – Did you work for COMSAT after 1984-86 for five years or more and leave prior to age 55? Did you work for COMSAT for ten years prior to or including part of 1984-86 but leave before age 55? You are probably eligible for a pension. The ERISA vesting requirement for pension eligibility changed from ten years to five years somewhere in the 1984-86 time period, so some cases will require individual review of the facts and circumstances. 

But the simple fact is that if your period of COMSAT service meets the vesting requirements, you are indeed eligible for a pension from Lockheed Martin. Under the Pension Plan as I understand it, you would receive the full amount at age 62, but you could start drawing benefits as young as 55 if you are willing to accept a 6% per year reduction from age 62. So at age 62 you receive 100%, at age 55 you receive 40%; get the idea? There’s no point in waiting after age 62 to begin collecting; you’d just be leaving money on the table. The size of your pension will depend on total years of service and highest salary levels. 

The Lockheed Martin Service Center is assembling the necessary data to work this out for you; call 1-866-562-2363, or write Lockheed Martin Corporation, Benefits Services Center, P.O. Box 462,  Little Falls, NJ 0724-0462.

If the Service Center can’t help you for whatever reason, call Cathy Roos of Lockheed Martin HR, at (301) 214-3761. And of course Lockheed Martin has the final say on all of this. Don’t sue me, call them!


Jack Hannon, 
Benefits Chair

NEWS FROM COLLEAGUES- KEEPING IN TOUCH

Pier Bargellini went to Mexico in November to see daughter Clara, who lives there permanently. 

Howard Briley, living in Divonne-Les-Bains, France, would welcome contact from COMARA colleagues travelling to his part of the world.

Ed Berkowicz, one-time COMSAT attorney, is now in-house counsel for Kastle Systems in Arlington.  His wife Lois asks if  you are tired of playing golf or tennis? Want an opportunity to contribute to the community in the old COMSAT style? Lois has Volunteer Tutoring/Mentoring Opportunity for  Adults: Experience Corps seeks new volunteers 55 and older to work one-on-one with children in seven DC elementary schools during this school year.  Men are needed to mentor fifth- and sixth-grade boys 1 ½ hours per week from 3:30 to 5 p.m.  Men and women are needed to tutor first-, second- and third-graders in reading four hours a week.  No teaching experience is needed; just the belief that children are our future. Training and supervision is provided. For more information, please call Lois Berkowitz, Volunteer Coordinator, at 202-797-1150.

 

Stephen Day and Jeff Rubin have started a new business, [image: image1.png]


, that supplies a highly efficient and cost effective Conversion Service that focuses on transforming complex TIFF, Paper and PDF manuals with text, tables and graphics into indexed Web Browser viewable XML and HTML.  More information is at  http://www.infoconversions.com/

Peter Grzybinski  was the director of the fitness center at the Labs. He reports that he has changed careers, and although he still misses helping people stay healthy, now he can help them grow their business. He is publisher of the The Gazette of Politics and Business, at 1200 Quince Orchard Blvd., Gaithersburg, MD 20878. 

Jane Kinzie’s azaleas are electrifying, but you should also check out Bob Kinzie’s new business,  Kinzie Backup Generator Systems, providing turnkey backup power systems [www.KinzieGenerators.com].

Chris Mahle worked 28 years at COMSAT Laboratories before retiring in 1996. After working as a consultant for 3 years, health reasons necessitated a major change in lifestyle. In summer 2000, Chris was introduced to the Pilates exercise method at a local Health Club. After a few month of hard work, beneficial changes in body and mind became obvious. Over the next year the health problems went away and doing the exercises on the mat and on equipment became great fun. Several people encouraged Chris to go for a teacher certification and in spring 2003 Chris started the teacher training program at The Pilates Center in Boulder, CO completing the certification in November 2004. Currently he is teaching at the Tenley Sport and Health Club.

IN MEMORIAM

*William B. Carroll, Col USAF (Ret.)

*Adriane Hawkins

*Alan Korobov, who held most of the Finance positions at COMSAT and COMSAT Labs over a 25-year career with the company, died in his mid-50s on Christmas Eve of a heart attack

 Early Bird 40th Anniversary & COMSAT Alumni Social

 Please join your COMSAT friends and colleagues for a social gathering on Sunday afternoon April 3, at the Doubletree Hotel  in Tysons Corner, Virginia. This will be a chance to celebrate the anniversary of Early Bird by COMSAT, as well as visit and catch up with friends and acquaintances from your COMSAT days.  Spouses will be welcome.  Buffet-style  antipasto, fruit, steamship round, country ham and an open cash bar will be available. 

DATE: 

Sunday, April 3, 2005

TIME:


4:00 pm to 6:30pm
PLACE:

Doubletree Hotel




Tysons Corner, VA




Tel: 703-893-1340

Directions

Hotel is just inside the Beltway on Route 7 near Tysons Corner

I-495 North or South take exit 17B Falls Church 

Leesburg Pike, Route 7 East

Turn right at first light onto Ramada Road, and right into hotel parking       
Directions also at http://www.doubletree-tysons.com/directions.html
ARRANGEMENTS:
Cash Bar –Wine, Beer, Soft Drinks and Mixed Drinks






Food Service- See above.

DRESS:

Casual

PARKING: 

Complimentary



PRICE (per person):   $25.00 if check is received on or before March 12




$30..00 if payment is later than March 12

RESERVATIONS:  
Check payable to COMARA and mailed to:




COMARA

Attn: 
April 3 Reservations




Post Office Box 34594




Bethesda, MD  20827

QUESTIONS?
  
You may contact one of the Social Planning Committee members: 


                                    Jack Hannon   (703-356-2181; jackhannon@verizon.net
Irv Dostis 
(703-821-0429;  iad4096@rcn.com ) 




Stan Schachne
(703-437-4492; schachne@aol.com)
 

Please confirm your reservation with a check right away to help ensure a successful event. Also, pass the word to others with COMSAT backgrounds. Note that although this social is being organized by the COMSAT Alumni & Retirees Association (COMARA), the event is open to all former COMSAT employees and spouses.

We look forward to seeing you along with our many COMSAT friends on April 3 rd at the Doubletree Hotel

Dues For 2005 and Change of Contact or Other Information
 January 2005
Renewing members  2005 dues are down to $10!

Please send your check to 

COMARA


PO Box 34594


Bethesda


MD 20827
Has your email or street address or phone number changed?  We spend a lot of time chasing down your new email address; it would be a great help if you could confirm the address for us.

Do you have an email contact we could use to contact you?  

Any other information: you want to edit? 

Any news for our next newsletter?

First Time member dues are
$25.  Please fill out the information below and mail with a check to the COMARA address above, and welcome to COMARA.

Name


____________________________________________________

Spouse


____________________________________________________

Address

____________________________________________________

Country


____________________________________________________

Email:


____________________________________________________

Telephone:

__________________________or________________________

Fax or Cell

____________________________________________________

Year Joined Comsat
________________

Year Left __________________
Do you  agree to have the above contact information made available to COMARA members? yes/no

We would like to know which issues or activities are of particular interest to you as a member of COMARA so that we may better serve you.

__Retirement benefits    ___Social events
___Contacting or networking with other members

All information provided below will be kept in the strictest confidence and will not be shared with other members:

Type of benefit from previous employment with COMSAT:

___ No retirement benefits
               ___Receiving medical/dental benefits 
__insurance or death benefits 

I am a Vested Pensioner who is                 ___Currently receiving Benefits
__Receive benefits in Future

I am a Spousal Pension Beneficiary           ___Currently receiving Benefits
__Receive benefits in Future

___ Deferred Income account                ___Senior Executive Retirement
__Savings Incentive Plan

